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yarn for the looms than the workers could supply. Consequently
practically every woman was a ' spinster ', even great ladies
spinning where now they would embroider, in their spare time.
From the spinster the yarn passed to the weaver, the central
pivot of the manufacture; weaving too was largely done by
women, but by no means always in their spare time. It was
strenuous work and very skilled, and required a long apprentice-
ship. The hand loom is fundamentally a frame on which the
threads of the warp are stretched and where, by means of a foot
lever, the alternate threads can be raised or lowered so that the
shuttle holding the woof thread passes between them. The
process is then repeated by lowering the threads that were above
and raising the others. It is like darning, only instead of the
needle moving under and over alternate threads, the needle
Would remain level and the alternate threads move up and down.
But whon the cloth is woven there is more to be done; seven
more processes arc named by the poet before it is ready for the
market. It will bo easily seen how great must have been the
numbers employed in this industry.

First the Parter, that doth neatly cull
The finer from the coarser sort of wool
The Dyer then in order next doth stand
With sweating brow and a laborious hand.
With oil they then aspcrgc it, which being done
The caieful hand of Mixers round it runnc.
The Stock carder his arms doth hard employ
(Remembering Friday is our Market Day).
The knee-carder doth (without controule)
puickly convert it to a lesser roule.
Which clone the Spinster doth in hand it take
And of two hundred roulcs one threed doth make.
The Weaver next doth warp and weave the chain,
Whilst Puss his cat stands mewing for a skane ;
But he laborious with his hands and heels,
Forgrts his cat and cries, Come boy with queles.
Being fill'd, tho Brayor doth it mundifie
From oyle and dirt that in tho same doth he.
The Bnrlcr then (yea, thousands in this place)
The thick-set weed with nimble hand doth chase.